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San Gabriel Valley Rapid 
Transit Railway in 1888 to the 
beginning of street car service 
on the Pacific Electric to the 
implementation of the Old Town 
Trolley in 2002, Monrovians 
have had access to various 
types of public transportation 
services over the past 120 
years. 
 
This report provides a comprehensive review of existing transportation programs and 
services available within the City of Monrovia.  While primary emphasis is placed on 
services provided by the City, a discussion of regional transportation agencies�Metro 
and Foothill Transit�is included.   
 
The report also complies with the �green� thinking and actions taken by the City of 
Monrovia.  In 2007, the Monrovia Environmental Accords were adopted by the City 
Council.  The Accords include actions that will help to reduce environmental impacts.  
Specifically, three of the actions are related to transportation in the areas of expansion 
of public transportation options, reduction of vehicle emissions, and a reduction in the 
number of single occupancy commute trips. 
 
The timing of this report coincides with the ground breaking construction of the Metro 
Gold Line Foothill Extension.  In preparation for the Gold Line�s arrival in 2014, staff will 
study the possibility of public transportation connector options linking the City�s Old 
Town to the future light rail stop at Myrtle Avenue and Duarte Road.  Public 
transportation connectors (i.e., a fixed route system) should increase the Gold Line�s 
usage among residents, as well as increase the appeal of the City of Monrovia as a 
shopping and dining destination along the light rail�s path.  Currently, staff is working 
with the Gold Line Construction Authority (GLCA), Metro, and Foothill Transit on 
coordinating an integrated plan for a multi modal transit center.  Therefore, a full 
analysis of the options would be premature until it is determined what other services will 
be provided in 2014. However, even though decisions about public transportation 
connector options do not have to be made at this time, the funding choices made on 
issues discussed in this report will profoundly impact the City�s options in the future.     
 
Monrovia�s transit programs are primarily paid for using Proposition A Local Return 
Funds (Prop A).  The use of these funds is governed by the Local Return Guidelines 
adopted by the Metro Board and subject to the approval of Metro. 
 
The objective of the Monrovia Transportation Services Plan (MTSP) is to describe and 
evaluate the City�s current transit programs, make recommendations on existing 
service, and to create a road map for the future.  Maximizing connectivity and increasing 
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mobility are two of the desired outcomes.  Although the City has minimal control over 
regional service providers, the service provided by Metro and Foothill Transit are an 
important component of transportation options for Monrovians.  The City should focus, 
however, on identifying and maximizing opportunities to connect local services with 
regional services and avoiding duplication of existing services in order to get the most 
�bang for our buck�. 
 
The MTSP evaluates the current transit system�s purpose, anticipates short term 
transportation needs, capital and operating funding needs, and likely funding sources, to 
create a reasonable projection of conditions over the next three (3) fiscal years.  
Matching projected needs to projected resources, the MTSP proposes a series of 
actions to improve system performance and overall utility to the transit riding public 
within the very real constraints of financial feasibility.   
 
The MTSP charts a course for reliable and useful incremental improvements to the 
existing transit system.  Long-term recommendations focus on the development of 
services and programs that best meet the community�s needs.  
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sources of revenue:��������
• Proposition A Local Return Funds 
• Proposition C Local Return Funds 
• Measure R Local Return Funds 
• AB2766 Funds 

 
In addition, the City has several other revenue sources specific to Monrovia Transit Dial-
a-ride: farebox revenue; an incentive grant from Metro; and, Los Angeles County and 
City of Bradbury reimbursement for service.  These are described in the Monrovia 
Transit Dial-a-ride section of this report. 
 
The funds are administered by the Planning Division and include program planning and 
implementation, budgeting, reporting, invoicing, audit compliance, and operation 
management. 
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voters in 1980. Proposition C is a ‰ cent sales tax approved by County voters in 1990.  
A percentage of all Prop A (25%) and Prop C (20%) tax revenue is given-back to cities 
through a program called Local Return (LR).  LR funding is not a reimbursement.  The 
City of Monrovia receives Proposition A and C revenue on a monthly, per capita basis. 
 
The LR program specifies how cities should use Prop A and C tax revenues to develop 
and/or improve public transit and related transportation infrastructure.  Prior to 
expenditure, the City must receive confirmation from Metro that a project meets Local 
Return Guidelines; which are outlined below.  
 

Proposition A Proposition C 

 
Proposition A funds can only be used for:  

• Public transit projects 

 
Proposition C funds can be used for: 
• Public transit projects, and /or 
• Eligible transportation expenditures:  

o Bikeways and bike lanes 
o Congestion management  
o Pavement management  
o Street improvements on streets 

supporting public transit service  
 

 
Proposition A funds may be traded to 
other cities in exchange for general or 
other fund monies. 

 

 
Proposition C funds cannot be traded 
under any conditions.  
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Both Proposition A and C 
 

Proposition A or C funding cannot be used to substitute for existing property tax 
revenue expenditures on public transit or related projects.  LR funds may only be 
used to maintain and/or improve public transit services. 

 
 

Jurisdictions must spend their Proposition A and C funds within three (3) years of 
the fiscal year in which funds were originally allocated, otherwise the funds will 
lapse.  Lapsed funds must be returned to Metro. 

 
 

The City applies Proposition A funds to the operation of transportation programs (e.g., 
Monrovia Transit, Recreation Transportation).  Proposition C funds are used primarily 
for capital projects/improvements (e.g., street repair and maintenance) 
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Measure R is a ‰ cent sales tax increase dedicated to the financing of new and existing 
transportation projects or programs.  Like Propositions A and C, a percentage of total 
Measure R tax revenue (15%) is given-back to cities through the Local Return (LR) 
program on a per capita basis.  Unlike Propositions A and C, Measure R funds have a 
five-year lapsing cycle.  Measure R will sunset after 30 years on June 30, 2039. 
 
The LR program for Measure R specifies its usage for the purposes of:  

• Major street resurfacing 
• Rehabilitation and reconstruction  
• Bikeways  
• Pedestrian improvements 
• Streetscapes 

• Signal synchronization 
• Transit operation and capital 
• Local improvements in 

connection with regional services 

 
The City�s Measure R Funds are currently earmarked for Gold Line related 
expenditures. 
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programs for the purpose of reducing air pollution created by motor vehicles.  The 
funding comes from a $6 vehicle registration surcharge.  The South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (AQMD) is responsible for the distribution and administration of 
these monies.  A portion of AB2766, called subvention funds, is distributed to local 
governments ($1.60 per each $6 collected) on a per capita basis.  Subvention funding is 
used to support local programs that meet federal and state Clean Air Acts by reducing 
vehicle emissions. As an example, a portion of AB2766 funding is applied towards the 
City�s Discount Bus Pass Program. 
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decreased significantly.  Monies are not projected to return to pre-recession levels until 
FY 2014-2015.  The anticipated reduction in Prop A and C funding during this economic 
downturn will likely exceed $750,000. 
 
When Measure R funding began in FY 2009-2010, the City received approximately 
$250,000.  Monies are expected to increase by about $80,000 in FY 2010-2011 (due to 
the distribution delay).  Beginning in FY 2011-2012, revenue from all three taxes is 
expected to increase between 3-4% annually. 
 
AB 2766 funds have been relatively stable and have provided the City with about 
$46,000 per year for the past decade.  This amount is expected to remain fairly constant 
in the foreseeable future. 
 
In FY 2009-2010, the City received $1,210,837 from these four funds combined.  
Although, this is more than what was received in FY 2007-08, the increase was due to 
the new revenue received from Measure R.   
 
The table shows a breakdown by revenue source and fiscal year of the four 
transportation related funds received. 

 

  FY 07-08 FY 08-09 FY 09-10 FY 10-11 FY 11-12 FY 12-13 FY 13-14 

Revenue    (Estimate) (Estimate) (Estimate) (Estimate) 

Proposition A 623,045 567,002 500,346 532,795 548,779 570,730 593,559 

Proposition C 518,469  472,015 415,058 441,000 454,230 472,399 491,295 

Measure R -- -- 250,339 331,000 340,930 354,567 368,750 

AB2766 59,127 33,505 45,034 46,000 46,000 46,000 46,000 

Total Revenues 1,200,641 1,072,522 1,210,837 1,350,795 1,389,939 1,443,696 1,499,604 
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to guide decisions about transit planning in Monrovia.  This section provides an 
overview of the various transportation options provided by the City of Monrovia, 
including operating parameters, performance, and funding sources.   
 
The following programs currently make up the City funded transportation options: 
 

• Monrovia Transit Dial-a-ride 
• Old Town Trolley 
• Recreation Transportation 
• Senior Trip Program 
• Bus Stop Maintenance and Improvement Program 
• Discount Bus Pass Program 

 
 



 8 

���������	���
�	���������	���
�	���������	���
�	���������	���
�	� ���
� �
��
��� � ��
���� #� ��
��� $� ��� �� 	������
���� ������� 	��
���
�� ���� %�� %�
curb service.  Commonly referred to as “dial-a-ride,” since 1983 the program has offered 
an alternative mode of public transportation which does not follow fixed routes or 
schedules.  Transit is available to all residents and visitors in the City of Monrovia.  
Service is also provided to the City of Bradbury, and unincorporated parts of Los 
Angeles County adjacent to Monrovia. 
 
Initially, Transit service was 
only available to seniors 
and people with disabilities. 
Later, the service was 
expanded to include the 
general public.  In 
November of 1994, the City 
entered into a partnership 
with the County of Los 
Angeles to provide service 
to the residents of the 
unincorporated Monrovia, Arcadia, and Duarte (MAD) area.  An additional transit 
partnership was formed with the City of Bradbury in 2009. 
 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
Monrovia Transit operates a total of 94 hours per week.  Similar to a taxi or airport 
shuttle service, customers are asked to phone a call center, at (626) 358-3538, and 
make a reservation in advance. 
However, because Transit is a shared 
ride service, riders should be prepared 
for the vehicle to make additional 
passenger pick ups and drop offs before 
they reach their final destination.   
 
The hours of operation have been in 
place for almost 20 years and provide 
one of the longest windows of service in 
the San Gabriel Valley.   
 
The typical response time of a Transit 
vehicle during non-peak hours is 30-45 
minutes.  However, during peak hours 
(8:00-10:00 a.m. and 3:00-5:00 p.m.) 
response time will usually take longer.  
As a result, it is recommended that 
customers call at least two hours prior to their desired pick up or drop off time. Riders 
are able to make reservations up to one week in advance.   
 

 
Days of Operation 

 
Hours 

 
Monday – Friday 

 
7:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.  

 
Saturday – Sunday 

 
8:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

 
Types of Fares 

 
Fare 

 
Regular 

 
$1.00 

 
Senior Citizen/Disabled 

 
$0.75 

 
Passenger’s Assistant 

 
Free 


